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Do you have minor children?

A Will allows you to designate a 
guardian to care for your minor children 
and to manage their assets.  Without a 
Will, the court decides who will take on 
these roles.

Do you have modest assets that must 
be preserved for your loved ones to the 
greatest extent possible?

A carefully drafted Will can significantly 
reduce the fees and costs associated 
with probate.

Do you have property you want to give 
to specific people?

Without a Will, the state determines who 
receives your property.

Do I Need a
Last Will & Testament?
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Do you want a particular person to 
manage your affairs after your death?

Without a Will, the court decides who is 
entitled to manage your affairs after 
your death.

Do you want to “disinherit” someone 
to ensure he or she does not receive 
your property?

If you do not have a Will, state law 
gives your assets to your “heirs at law” 
even if you do not have close 
relationships with those individuals. 

Wills are not just for the wealthy.  Everyone needs a Will, regardless of 
age or wealth.  If you die without a Will, you give up control of how 
your assets are distributed at death, and the court decides who will 
care for your children without regard to your wishes.   
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If you answered yes to any of these 
questions, you should consider 
having a Will prepared by a 
qualified attorney.  
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NOTICE: This information is based on Illinois law and is intended to be informative not advisory and is not 
intended to be applied to any particular facts  or to serve as legal advice and does not create or constitute an 
attorney-client relationship.  You should not act upon any information contained herein without seeking 
qualified legal counsel for your unique matter.  The law changes frequently, and the author is not responsible for 
any errors, omissions, or any consequences of any reliance on this  information.  


