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Our History Speaks Volumes 

Do you want to avoid the costs and 
delays of probate?  

An uncontested probate proceeding 
routinely takes a minimum of one year 
due to statutory waiting periods.

Do you own real estate in more than 
one state?  

If so, you may have to open probate 
proceedings in multiple states. A trust 
can eliminate the need for any probate 
proceeding.

Do you want to keep your estate plan 
private?  

A Will is a public document filed with 
the court after your death.  A trust is not 
filed with the court and is administered 
privately amongst your trustee, 
beneficiaries, and professional advisors.

Do I Need a Revocable
Living Trust?
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Do you need tax planning to avoid or 
minimize estate taxes?  

A skillfully drafted and carefully funded 
trust can minimize, defer, or eliminate 
estate tax which would otherwise be 
due without a trust.

Are you concerned a loved one will 
lose his or her inheritance through 
mismanagement, divorce, or 
bankruptcy?    

A trust allows you to set aside assets for 
the benefit of a loved one to be 
prudently managed by another person 
or financial institution.

Not everyone needs a trust, but most people should consider the 
benefits of a trust.  Trusts are not just for the wealthy.  Trusts allow 
you to keep your affairs private, avoid the costs and delays of 
probate, and eliminate unnecessary estate tax.
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If you answered yes to any of these 
questions, you should consider 
having a trust as part of your 
estate plan. 
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NOTICE: This information is based on Illinois law and is intended to be informative not advisory and is not 
intended to be applied to any particular facts   or to serve as legal              advice and does not  create or constitute an 
attorney-client relationship.  You should not act upon any information contained herein without seeking 
qualified legal  counsel for your unique matter.  The law changes frequently, and the author is  not responsible  for 
any errors, omissions, or any  consequences of any reliance  on this  
information.  


